
BYLAWS OF THE BAKER HOUSE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Article I - Object of the Bylaws

These Bylaws shall be the governing rules of the Baker House
Executive Council delegating the specific authorities and responsi­
bilities allowed under the Constitution of Baker House.

Article II - Membership

Section I - General

A voting or non-voting member of the Executive Counci I, as
recognized by the Constitution, may attend al I meetings of the
Executive Council, make motions, and raise questions of privilege.
A member of Baker House, as defined in the Constitution, may attend
a1 I meetings of the Executive Counci I.

Section 2 - Qual ifications

The qual ifications for membership on the Executive Council shal I
be those specified in the Constitution. Only a voting member of the
Executive Council, as recognized by the Constitution, may cast a
vote by virtue of his office held.

Section 3 - General Elections

AI I elections shal I be conducted under the direction of the
elections chairman. In the event that the elections chairman is
unable to fulfil I his duties, the President shal I assume these
duties temporarily.

The election for President, the three Vice-presidents, social
chairman, athletic chairman, the six representatives to the General
Assembly of the Undergraduate Association, and one floor social
chairman from each floor shal I be held annually on the fourth
Tuesday of the Spring Term. Nomination for the position of President
or Vice President shal I be made by a petition signed by one-third
of the members of Baker House. For social chairman, athletic
chairman, and representative to the General Assembly, nomination
shal I be made by a petition signed by one-quarter of the members of
Baker House. Nomination for the position of floor social chairman
shal I be made by a petition signed by one-half of the residents of
the floor on which the candidate I ives and wil I represent.

To appear on the bal lot, candidates must file petitions with
the elections chairman or the Pre3ident before midnight on the
Saturday preceding the election. Election petitions shal I be
available from the elections chairman at least three weeks before
the election, but no reasonable facsimile of said petition may be
refused by the elections chairman if It states the candidate's
name, the office for which he is running, his class, and his address
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In Baker House.and contains the required number of valid signatures.
The elections chairman shal I post the petition cover sheets at the
place of balloting at least twenty-four hours before voting begins.
A member of Baker House may sign as many petitions for the same
office as he sees fit but may sign a single candidate's petition
only once. The names ahal I be placed on the ballot In alphabetical
order.

No one may be a candidate for an office if he is to graduate
more than four school weeks before the end of that term of office.

The election for freshman repr~sentattve ahal I be held annually
on the fourth Tuesday of the fal I term. Only freshman residents of
Baker House may vote in this election. Nomination shal I be made by
a petition signed by one-third of the freshmen in Baker House. The
freshman representative thus elected shal I serve only until the first
House Meeting fol lowing general elections in the ~pring.

Representatives to the General Assembly shal I be elected by
secret ballot. Voters wil I indicate six choices with no candidate
being indicated more than once. The six persons receiving the most
votes wil I be elected.

Section 4 - Vacancies

Vacancies on the Executive Council shall be fil led as described
in the Constitution. It shal I be the duty of the President to make
known to the members of the House that such a vacancy exists at least
one week before the election. A vacancy in the position of treasurer,
secretary, or elections chairman shal I be fl I led by a majority vote
of the Executive Council meeting in regular session. Nominations may
be made at said meeting by any member of the Executive Councilor by
a written petition signed by ten per cent of the members of Baker
House.

Section 5 - Dismissal from the Executive Counci I

Any member of Baker House moving out of Baker House or joining
any other I iving group shal I I immediately be removed from the rol Is of
Baker House, thereby losing al I voting privileges on the Executive
Council and in the HOU8~e

. AI I members of the Executive Council shal I at al I times have the
power ahd duty to enforce al I general dormitory rules and regulations
and to report all violations and violators thereof. Failure to do so
when able shal I be sufficient cauee for expulsion from any and all
student government positions held.

Article III - Officers

Section I - President

The President shal I represent Baker House to the Dormitory
Council. He shal I preside over the House Meeting and the Executive
Counci I. He ehal I supervise al I officers and committees and shall
see that al I officers establish a satisfactory system for performing
their duties.



Section 2 - Vice President for Faci I ities and Services

The Vice President for Facil ities and Services ahal I supervise
Commons, renovations plans, and services. Services include the
fir~ alarm system and first aid. He shal I supervise the acquisition,
maintenance, and use of al I facil fties. These shal I include the
television, music room, dark room, language lab, library, washers
and dryers, food machines, lounges, the dining hall, the Christmas
tree, and sound equipment.

Section 3 - Vice President for Freshman Orientation and
Dormitory Counci I

The Vice President for Freshman Orientation and Dormitory
Council shal I be the second Baker House representative to the
Oormitbry Council. He shal I supervis~ the freshman orientat1on
program and shal I organize and advise the freshman council.

Section 4 - Vice President for Institute Relations

The Vice President for Institute Relations shall coordinate al I
activities In which the residents of Baker House participate jointly
with other members of the MIT community. Acting in a clearinghouse
capacity, he ahal I pub! iclze and Involve Baker House residents in
such outside activities. He shal I attempt to strengthen the
relationships between members of Baker House and members of the
faculty, staff, and other living groups in any way that seems
appropriate. He shal I be responsible for insuring that every
member of Baker House maintains a close tie to the community and
shal I be responsive to the desires of Baker residents toward that
end.

Section 5 - judicial Committee Chairman

The Judicial Committee Chairman shal I submit a report to the
Executive Council after each Baker House Judicial Committee hearing.
He shal I report to the Executive Counci I on the activities of the
Dormitory Council judicial Committee.

Section 6 - Social Chairman

The Social Chairman shal I be responsible for the preparation
of a social budget for each term, with the assistance of the
treasurer~ He shal I be responsible for organizing al I House parties
and other social events. The Social Chairman must submit to the
Executive Council and the House Meeting a detailed, Itemized,
written financial report of every social event at the first meeting
after that event; one copy is to be filed with the treasurer.

Section 7 - Athletic Chairman

The Athletic Chairman shal I organize and direct al I athletic
events in which members of Baker House exclusively participate. He
shal I also represent and direct teams of House members which
participate outside the House. He shal I enter teams in all intramural



sports for which there is sufficient interest in the House. He
shal I h~ve the responsibil ity for and jurisdiction over all the
athletic equipment of the House. He shal I maintain detailed
financial records of al I transactions and shal I keep them readily
available should the Executive Council need to refer to ~hem.

Section 8 - Treasurer

The Treasurer, with the asslstanc~ of the president, shall
pr~pare a House budget for each term by the first House Meeting of
the Fall term and by the House t,,~eeting following his election in
the Spring Term. He shal I assist the other officers in the
~re~aration of their budgets. He shal I submit a complete, itemized
report ·to the House Meeting on the financial transactions of the
previous year at the organizational meeting. He shal I also submit
monthly reports to the House Meeting which should include al I
monies spent in that month. He shal I submit weekly reports to the
~x~cutive Council. He shal I transact such business as necessary
to maintain the safety of Baker House finances and ahal I perform
all those duties m~ntioned in the Constitution.

3ection 9 - Freshman Representative

The Freshman 8epresent~tive shal I represent the freshman
residents of Baker House on the Executive Council from the time he
is elected in the Fal I unti I a new lxecutiv~ Council takes office
in the Spring. He shal I, in addition, assist other members of the
Executive Council in the performance of their duties, particularly
those involving freshmen.

Section 10 - Chairman of the Secretariat

The Chairman of the Secretariat, or his deputy, shal I prepare
copies of the minutes of every House Meeting and every meeting of
the Execut i ve Counc i I. One copy sha I I be posted with i n forty-e i ght
hours of the m~eting, one shal I be kept by the Secretary, and one
shal I be given to the secretary of the Dormitory Council upon
request. The Secretary shat I publ ish agendas for al I House Meetings
and al I meetings of th~ Executive Counci I and shal I be r~sponsible

for issuing notices of special meetings and other information which
the Executive Councilor the House Meeting may direct. He shal I
see that agendas and minutes for each House Meeting are delivered
to every member of Baker House.

The Secretary shal I keep and maintain a permanent addendum to
the Constitution and these Bylaws composed of a I ist of al I
amendments and their dates of passage for use in publ ishing
revised editions of these ite~s. He shal I post annually, for a
reasonable length of time, copies of the Constitution and Bylaws
and other rules and regulations he may deem necessary to adequately
inform the members of Baker House. He shal I demand and keep final
written reports from al I officers to be turned in by the fourth
Wednesday of the 8pring Term.



The Secretary shal I be responsible for maintaining the
hectograph machine, the silk screen facilities, and the Executive
Counci I Cffice. He shal I have contral of and responslbll ity for
al I bulletin boards (except the athletic chalrman's boards) and
sha I I insure the i r proper ma i nt~nance.

Section I I - Representatives to the General Assembly

The ~epresentatives to the General Assembly shal I attend all
~eetings of the General Assembly of the Undergraduate Association.
the representatives shal I report to the House Meeting, the
Executive council, and the residents of Baker House on the activities
of the General Assembly. They shal I choose from among themselves
a chairman who shal I coordinate the activities of the six
representatives and shall see that the representatives as a group
fulfil I their responsibilities. In the event of a vacancy in the
office of ~epresentatlve to the General Assembly, the House
President shal I appoint a temporary proxy until an election can be
held.

Section 12 - Electionr: Chairman

The Elections Chairman shal I direct al I Baker House elections.
He shal I see that petitions are available three weeks before any
election, he shal I post the petition cover sheets at the place of
balloting twenty-four hours before balloting begins, and he shall
see that the place of voting iA supervised at al I times.

Section 13 - Floor Social Chairman

The Floor Social Chairman shal I serve as a floor leader and
shal I coordinate the efforts of residents of his floor in any
projects that that floor may wish to undertake. He shal I not be
responsible for Initiating events but shall gather floor opinion
and organize those activities for which there is significant
interest.

Article IV - Meetings

Section I - Regular Meetings

Regular meetings of the Executive Council shal I be held at
least once a week during the academic year except during vacations,
reading periods, and examinations. The President shal I give the
members of the House notice of a meeting at least twenty-four hours
before such meeting is to take place.

Section 2 - Special Meetings

Special meetings of the Executive Council may be cal led by the
President or by two voting members of the Executive Council who shall
pres~nt a written petition to the President. Upon presentation of
suc~ petition, notice must be posted within twenty-four hours and
the m~eting held within forty-pight hours.
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Section 3 - Quorum

A quorum to vote on issues at any meeting of the Executive
Council shal I consist of two-thirds of the entire voting membership
thereof. Otherwise, the meeting may be held but no votes may be
taken and no decisions may be reached.

Section 4 - Rol I Cal I Votes

Rol I cal I votes shal I be taken in the fol lowing order: Freshman
Representative, Treasurer, Athletic Chairman, Social Chairman,
Judicial Committee Chairman, Vice President for Institute Relations,
Vice President for Freshman orientatton and Dormitory Council,
Vice Pr~sident for Facilities and Services, and President.

Section 5 - Adjournment and Organizational Meetings

The adjournment meeting of the Executive Council shal I be held
annually during the week fol lowing the election of the House
President. At thl~ meeting, al I final reports shall be presented.
The newly elected Executive Council shal I also meet to elect a
treasurer, secretary, and elections chairman and to nominate
candidates for Judicial Committee Chairman and Judicial Committee.
The elections shal I be by secret preferential bal lot and only
voting members of the Executive Councl I shal I vote. Nominations
and voting for each office shal I take place one at a time. The
ballots shal I be counted by the House President.

At the House Meeting the fol lowing week, after the
transaction of al I old business, the elections shal I be approved
and the new officers shall immediately take office~ The House
Me~ting shal I then ratify th~ ~I~ction of the treasurer, secretary,
and elections chairman. A Judicial Committee Chairman and four
Judicial Committee members shal I be elected.

Article V - Election Procedure

AI I and any members of Baker House as defined in the Constitution
shall be eligible to vote in all Baker House elections. On the day
of the election, el igible person~ may vote from eight AM to eight PM,
and no bal lots shal I be counted unti I the balloting is over. Under
e~tenuating circumstances, any member of Baker House may cast, in
advance of the election, an absentee bal lot with the elections
chairman.

AI I general House elections and other elections shal I be by
secret preferential bal lot, and locked bat lot boxes shal I be used.
The p~ace of voting must at al I times be under the survei I lance of
the elections chairman or a person authorized by him.

AI I bal lots shal I be turned over to the 8ecretary immediately
after tabulation and shal I be kept by him for at least ten school
days. ~ithin forty hours after the posting of th~ election
results, any person may challenge those results or demand a recount
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by d,tH¥,rtng.,~ wr t t t~n r~qu~s t to the Pres id~nt. If no sych
r~qu'~t 'is 4~fJv~red, th~ ~Iection shall be consfdered valid. In
the e~ent of ~ challenge, the next House meetfng shal I vote' on the
valtd,' t,y of the elect fon r~8U Its. In the ~v~nt of a recount, the
bal IOt8$h~11 be recount~d in th~ pres~nce of the chall~nger, the
~Ie~tto~s chatrmari. th~ s~cretary, and th~ Presfd~nt. Except fn
the cas,~of mfscounts, any part of an elect fon wh fch i 8 not
approv:~c;t sha'" be reheld within two weeks after Its dfsapproval.
AI I cgunttng of the bal lots shal I be done by the ~lectfon8 chairman
and,witn~ssed by at least two non-candidate memb~r8 of the House.

Article VI -Committees

S~ctlon I - Special Committees

There shal I be two special commltt~~s of th~ Ex~cutjve Council:
parking commftt~e and room assfgnm~nts committee. The parking
committe~ shal I b~ responsible for the distribution of parkfng
stick~rs for th~ student lots and for keeping the parkfng rules
and regulatfons enforc~d. Th~ room assignm~nts committ~~ shal! b~

r~sponslble for all regular in-Hou8~ assignments. The chairmen of
both of th~s~ committe~s, as wei I as the members of these commltt~es,

shal I be appolnt~d by the Presid~nt, subject to the approval of a
majority of the Executive Council.

Section 2 - JUdicial Committee

The Baker House Judicial Committe~ shal I carry out its duti~s

in accordanc~ with th~ Bak~r House Constitutfon and Bylaws, the
Dormitory Council Constitution, and th~ Dormitory Counci I Uniform
JUdicial Code. In addition to enforcing the Dormitory Council
Unlform'Judicial Code, the Judicial Committ~e shal I b~ r~spon5ible

for enforcfng all rules and regulations passed by th~ B~ker Houee
M~eting and the Executiv~ Council.

Th~ Hous~ Judicial Committee shal I assist the JUdicial Committ~e

Chairman in al I judicial matters. The House Judicial Commltt~~ shal I
have th~ power to set up its own jUdicial procedure, provided that
it dO~5 not confl ict with I~gislation of the House Meeting or the
Executive Council, the Baker Hou~e Constitution, th~ Bylaws of the
Executive Council, or the Dormitory Council Uniform Judicial Code.
Should the JUdicial Committee Chairman be involved in a case. the
Dormitory Council JUdicial Chairman shal I preside for th~ duration
of said case. The Judicial Committee shal I be composed of five
members including the Judicial Committ~e Chairman. Three members
of the committee and the chairman shall constitute a quorum to hold
hearings, make recommendations, and pass s~nt~nces.

Section 3 ~ Freshman Council

Th~ Freshman Council ahal I, under the sup~rvfsfon of the Vice
President for Freshman Orientation and Dormitory Council, provld~

those s~rvicee to the fr~shmen and Baker House in general d~emed

appropriate by th~ council. The council shal I consist of two
freshmen from ~ach floor elected by th~ fr~shmen of that floor.



Articl~ VII - ParI lam~ntary Authority

Th~ most r~c~nt ~dition of Rob~rt's Rules of Order ahal I b~

the parliamentary authority In al I cases except when In confl ict
with the Constitution or th~se Bylaws. Th~ Vice President for
Freshman Orientation and Dormitory Council shall have a copy of
said t~xt at all meetings and shall act as parliamentarian unl~8s

some other mor~ qualified person is appointed by the Executive
Council.

Article VIII - Impeachment

Upon i~peachment of an officer by the House Meeting, the
elections chairman shal I cal I, on the third Tuesday fol lowing such
action, a special election for the office in questton~ Any qual ified
member of Baker House may run in a sp~cial election. Until this
election Is approv~d by the House Meeting in th~ usual mann~r, th~

incumbent shal I perform the duti~s of the offic~.

Article IX - ~ul~s, RegUlations, and Op~rating Procedure

Section I - Financial Procedur~

Baker House shal I establ Ish and maintain a double-signatur~

ch~cking account, the co-signers to be the President and th~ treasurer.
Djsburs~ments in exc~ss of fifte~n dol lars shal I be made only on the
order of th~ Ex~cutive Counci I. Bil Is and receipts showing th~

exp~nditure of Baker House funds shal I be returned to and retained
by the tr~asurer. Th~ tr~asurer shal I set up such procedur~s as he
d~~ms n~cessary to present to the House Meeting and th~ Ex~cutive

Council a clear, timely, and accurate r~port on th~ financial
condition of th~ Hous~.

Th~ tr~asur~r, at th~ dlr~ction of th~ Executive Council, shel I
set up petty cash funds and inv~ntory accounts as n~~d~d for th~

various committe~s. Monthly r~ports shal I b~ made to the treasurer
on the state of said funds and shal I include a compl~te report of
Income~ dtsburs~ments, and Inventory of both cash and materials, as
weI I as receivables and payabl~s. AI I agents of the House shal I
keep open records of al I cash and materials on hand and must
transmit all amounts over the maximum al lowed in their petty cash
funds or inventory to the treasur~r within forty-eight hours of
r~ceipt of said Items. Al I agents of the House shal I submit to
the treasurer a budget of expenditures and income of both funds and
inventories.

Section 2 - Suspension of the Bylaws

Individual Bylaws may be suspended for not longer than th~

consideration of a particular question by a two-thirds affirmative
vot~ of the Executive Councl I.

Section 3 - Hous~ Hours

Once each year, at the first Executive Counci I m~eting of the
Fal I term, th~ Executive Counci I shal I consider the question of House
hours. At that tim~, the ~xecutlve Counci I shal I vote either to
retain the existing hours or to submit the question to the next
House Meeting.



Article X - Method of Amending the Bylaws

Any amendments to these Bylaws shal I be passed either by an
affirmative rol I cal I vote of two-thirds of the Executive Council
with five days posted notice or by a two-thirds vote of the House
Meeting. Final approval of the Dormitory Council, after approval
by one of the abov~ methods,must be obtained.

Article XI - Ratification

These Bylaws shal I be ratified when approved by two-thirds
of th~ members of th~ Executive Councl I and shall become effective
immediately, subject to the approval of the Dormitory Council.

Ratified February 25, 1970
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the H~~~e~ ex~ept that no member of the Exe©utiwe Coun©11 shall be
~ permanent chairperson of a~ot the comm1ttee~c In the event th t
the ©ommitte~ ©hairperson tempo~ar11y ©annot fulfill his duties as
@hairpersoQg tbe p~~i«ent shall serve as temp@rary chairperson~ 4~1

policy de'cislons shall be left to the H~use:,

The p~rking @ommdttee shall be responsible f*r the di~tribution ~t

pa~kln~ permits for the appropriate lots and tor keeping the parking
Nles and regula"t;ions enf'o!&@ed" The @hairperson shall he app~inted by
~& president o sUbje@t t@ the approval of a mqjo 'tty ~t th~ memb~r~

@f the Exe©ut1we Co~ci10 The chalrvers~n shall t.ve the p~wer t~

.mppoi~llt (j)the:ro members .r+ile committee$) sUbje@t to the approval of' the
Executiwe Coun@11"

The ~~~m \~si nments ~ommdttee shall be responsible for all
regular=in=house~~ gnm~nts~ Lt shall ©onsist of three member~p ~ne
d')l~J~h from the gophom~re.o junior and senior ©laStlJ8Sc The ~ienl~r shall
be ~~~ the @hairperBon~ ~nd the s,pnomore repre8ent~tiwe shall
~e ~pointed by the President to serve unt!l the graduatloDQf hi~

@la3s~ ~ubj~©t ~~ the ratification or the ~ou~e at the first ~~u~~

~e~ting ~£ the ~pring term0
The Client 'fsoom shall be r-e$pona1ble for the plmnning of ~11

m~jor Hou~~ renovations 0 ~ll a@tloms on new ideaa shall be appr~w~d

1';;1 th~ H@luse,~ Minutes of all meetings &hall be posted wi thIn '12 h01U:l1"~

<ij,f" the meeting and &'lpendas shall be posted 48 hotu's in advan©e" rrh~

members sh~ll be ele©ted by th~ Exe©utiw6 Ooun©11 and r&titied by th~

~@J1Iuie., 'me (~hairperson sh.\ill '©e ele©ted by the members @f th~

@©mm1ttee from OOI'.!.ong the mambers of the @omm!ttee" The Hou~e shtill
k~we th~ power ~o repulate the si~e and makeup of th0 comrnitte®c

The 'Putor Selection C@mmitte~ shall advise the Housemast~~ OTh the
$ele@tio~ of floor graduate residnt~D The membe~a ~f the @omroittee
~h~11 be ale©ted by the Exe©utive Coun©11 s'l'Jld r'-it,i.fied by the tkm~e,­
~be ©hairp~~son shall be ele©ted by the members ©f the ©ommitte6 rr~m

a'\tmcmg the membe:t"'B or the 1,:';I,)m1l"d. ttetID "the H\JlU.i\'lB shQ.l1 ha,'we the p~niflr
·~~O regulrate th~ size 8:nd makeup of th® I~Ommi ttes,;
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Am~ndm®nt tapprowed 1~/~2/14)
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'rh~ E.xe<cut:i'l.;e ~'oun©il 13hal.1 ih ~ve th~ p(]iwer to ©I"e~te QJtber
,G>®JT.k'UJ1tte~0. *,~~ ~"t sees .fit t:,c exist for v'a.r.\-'1ing len!ltJblJ~ ,'j;f' ti:trH1l 9

j~~;t, 'fi;,,':;,l ~ I'a ti.fi. ©s. tiOi,n hy th~ H()u@®
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