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RIO WEEK at
BAKER HOUSE

SATURDAY AUGUST 28

day:
SPORTS

nite:

BAKER HOUSE'S BIG BASH

SUNDAY AUGU'ST 29

late morning:
WOMEN'S BRUNCHI

, MAKE·YOUR·OWN
SHISHKEBAB

day:
SPORTS

nite:
COFFEEHOUSE/JAZZ BAND

BAGEL BREAFASTS (in the lobby) ANiD
TOURS OF

THROUGHOUT "THE WEEKEND.

'LATER IN SEPTEMBER...Frosh Dinner...Blue Hills
Picnic...and more...

WELCOM,E,

f-". OM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK:
\\ .

Hi, this summer issue of the
Baker Letter is Baker House's way
of letting you know that we're
here.

There are many house activi­
ties. Our dormitory's involve­
ment in intramural sports ranges
from championship A-league teams
to winless D-league squads. Our
active social calendar includes
live band parties, theme parties,
Friday Happy Hours and a semi­
formal. Our facilities make Bak­
er the place for would-be musi­
cians aswe~l as would-be chefs.

None of these are as impor­
tant as the people who make them
happen. The 350 people who live
in Baker are hard to stereotype.
There are some things that can be
said about them. There is always
at least one with whom to go skat­
ing or play catch. If ii looks

lr>s if a problem set is going to
~et the best of you, there is a~­
ways someone who is willing to '
help. When it comes to going out
to do something, one rarely has·~

to ask twice. most importantly, ~

someone's always there to be your
friend and to listen. It's hard
to point out something that every
Bakerite has in common, but it's
easy to say something about all
of them. They are a great bunch
of people to live with.

During Rio week, when you
must decide where to live, I hope
that you'll drop by and see us.
We are looking forward to meeting
the Class of 1986. Have a great

summer. &~CYR~

Frank DiTaranto
Baker House President

*********************
L: If nothing else, freshman physics will show you,

how to figure out the dent in the ground created
by a piano launched (hypothetically of course!!)
from the roof of an MIT dormitory. (piano drop?)

1



VPRO REMEMBRANCES

-a graduate's reflections

*********************

'. Issue).
fA club known to have origins in First East at one time.

fJ~CK & JELLO

. What a duo-brash yet mellow
Martin, Jack and vodka jello
Such a burnt out drunken fellow.
Vodka Jack and mellow jello,
Makes you wilt when he says hello
Drunken Jack with killer jello.
Pot has turned his teeth pale yellow
All his shirts say "Dart & Jello. flO
Born in Milton, Mass. bordello
Favorite ice cream is vanillo
Took a bong hit off a cello.
If you see him cry and bellow
He forgot to spike the jello,
Can't we save this sickly fellow?
Send him to a hospitello.

-submitted anonymously
reprinted from V.31, N.1
October '79 (the Green M&M

Sitting on this roof, looking out over Boston at
night. Gone is the reality and dirt of the day, all

(.
t.,b\at is left is the essence, the idea.1 of the city. It is

\~ .jve; etherially, each light a point of beginnin~,

an experience to be shared.
The city in this incarnation is (to use a phra~e

coined in another time) all things to all people!~

Poised here, high above the city, I reflect on the ...
few years I've spent here. It has been an awaken­
ing. I've found within myself what I did not know
existed and I am better for the finding. Part is MIT
itself, stretching my mind far beyond the limits I
thought defined it, part is Baker, my house for 4
years. The people I met and laughed with and lov-
ed and hated showed me a part of myself I hadn't
realized existed, made me someone now that I
was not when I got here, alone and bewildered
after an 8 hour plane ride. And another is Boston,

. its life calls to me, its eternal youth speaking to
me in concerts, jazz, symphony and rock, looking
at me out of facades of 300 years worth of chang­

; ing architectural style and joining me in her
millions of people.

()********************

Around me a fallen universe,
Stars glittering a hymnal ruse.
At each point, life abounding,
Beckoning this point of light.

3

362 Memorial Drive
Cambridge, MA 02139

. - -
*********************
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"And then there were the riots of three years
ago. When tuition went up, 2000 students chanted
'Too Damn Much' in front of Stratton's while

I

firecrackers and flares lit the scene and traffic
was stopped on the Drive in spite of 15 MDC
carloads of fuzz... Last week increases were an­
nounced in both room rent and commons prices
and barely 100 people demonstrated."
-reprinted from "Notes from the Elevator Shaft"
in Vol. VIII No. 14, Jan. 13, 1964 Baker Letter

(Did you protest Mandatory Commons?)

*******************~

The only more depressing thing than pUllin}an
all-nighter to finish work, is pulling an all-nighter
and not even starting your work.

WELCOME CLASS OF '86!

Rio week is a time of new (
beginnings. It is also a time or
confusion. (This probably sounds
corny but seriously, I would like
to pass on a few helpful hints.)
Amidst the confusion, decisions
have to be made. After the first
few days of your arrival, you are
faced with deciding where to live.
It is important. that you visit
many places during Rio and find a
"comfortable" place to live-feel
good about your surroundings and
especially the people that you
will be living with. Rio week is
a lot of fun so come here with an
open mind and have a good time.

r would like to mention that
Baker House has an in-house advis-'
ing program that lends itself to
developing close ties between the
advisor and the advisee(you) ~ This
program is an optional prog:a~

limited to forty freshmen llVlng
in Baker.

I hope that you'll come bYE'
,?nd visit us durin~ Rio week. ~.
you have any questl0ns concernlng
the Baker House Advising Program,
Baker House or MIT-write me or
visit me. Till then, enjoy your
summer. tI~t<JtU<£.

Vivian warllfJ
Vice President for
Rio Baker House



SENIOR BLUES '81

Leaving Baker House after four wonderful years is ncr
an easy thing to do. The place is in my blood, and it's go:­
ing to be a long time before I find another place that can
be so truly a home for me. Let me tell you about two of
the most special times in my life: my first week at Baker,
and my last.

Having just checked-in to the R/O Center, after being
assigned temporarily to Baker, I painfully lugged my
suitcase (Mom had outfitted me for an expedition to
Nepal. I think...) towards Amherst Alley. As I came
within hailing distance of Baker, a girl with a big smile
ran up to me, welcomed me to the House, and offered to
carry my bag.

"I don't think you really want to do that...it's kind of
heavy ... ··

"Oh, please' I'd be happy to!"
"Well, if you're sure you don't mind ..
"I insist l I. .. here we go...uh.,.ugh...oh geez.....
I could see the visions of Nepal dancing in her head.

She made it about five steps, and sort of collapsed. But,
she was still smiling! (That was four years ago. We
became friends pretty quickly, and she invited me to her
wedding two weeks ago. The smile wasn't for
show-there was a good friend behind it') I decided very
qUickly that Baker House was where I wanted to live. So
much so, in fact, that I was somewhat less than en­
thusiastic about visiting other places (they had to push
me out the door every once in a while ...); that is not the
best way to enjoy R/O Week, but I knew that I had found
my home. I wanted to live here so badly, in fact, that I
wrote an empassioned letter to the Dean's Office, be('\
gin.,g them to let me live in a closet, a shower stall, tH/!
fi.replace, anywhere-as long as it was in Baker. In spite
of the letter, I got in. (I gave the Dean's Office a good
laugh, tOO')

rvly last week in Baker was, in it's own way, as special
as my first. I spent three days on Cape Cod with nine of
my very closest friends, all from Baker. (I have to inter­
rupt myself. The friends you live With, the friends who
see you happy, sad, awake, asleep, in love, in trouble, in­
ebriated, the friends who see all of you, are friends in a
sense and to a degree that is not possible under any
other circumstances. The friends you make at Baker will
qUite possibly become the best friends you ever have!) I
came back from the Cape to get ready for another great
joy-two friends, both from Baker, were getting mar-

. ried, and they asked me to be their best man. This isn't
something that happens all the time (until the
male/female ratio reaches 50:50, there is a natural limit
on the number of Bakerites who marry each other...), but
it's certainly not unheard of.

I hope I've been able to communicate to you, even in a
small way, how much I treasured my years in Baker
House, and how very difficult it is to leave. It's not the
end of the world, though-from the number of House
alumni you'll see running around during R/O Week (in­
cluding me, probably), it should be fairly clear that once
a Bakerite, ...1 know that I'll always have a home here,
and I hope that if you decide to live in Baker House,
you'll quiCkly come to feel the same way. Do me one
favor-don't bring too much luggage!

*********************

Socially, Baker House is even more complex than the
room shapes which go up to 17 walls a piece.

4
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FICTION?
The Cruel School

(C 'Joe High School Senior knew he had to go to
college next year, and his Guidance Counselor
had showed him every college catalog in his of­
fice. The Guidance Counselor spoke wearily,
"Well, that's every college catalog in the place."

"Oh, you must have one more catalog... "
"No, Not one more catalog ...well, I have the

cruel school, but no one would want. .. "
Joe interrupted, "Oh, yes. let me see that

catalog for the cruel school'"
The Guidance Counselor looked incredulous,

"No, Joe you don't understand. you see, the cruel
school is... "

"Get it!"
The Guidance Counselor disappeared into the

back room for a moment, then returned with an or­
dinary catalog. He opened the book and exposed
a hideous institution. But this was no ordinary in­
stitution; students did problem sets until they
dropped, wore calculators, and tooled endlessly.
The Institute Screw followed the students
wherever they went, inflicting tortuous pressure
on their brains.

The Guidance Counselor spoke hesitantly,
..... Now you see why... it's not fit for humans ... "

"I want to go there."
"But..."
'" want to go there'"
The Guidance Counselor knew all arguments

were useless. He got Joe's transcript and sent in
the application.

The screams were incredible.
Joe climbed up to the top of the Green Building

and looked over the Institute that had warped him
so much.

"IHTFP!"
-reprinted from the Dec. 1979 Early Arbor Day

Issue of the Baker Letter, V.31, N.2.
Written by Michael Wellman class of '83 based

loosely on Steve Martin's "The Cruel Shoe."

*********************

Life is such, and it just keeps getting sucher.

MIT is the place where the top 10% of high school
academia are put on a bell curve to make two thirds of
them feel stupid.

*********************
"To be a true vegetable, your feet must be higher than

head."
-Zingo

"Anyone for Fathers?"
-heard any Thursday evening

5
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SPORTS

INTRAMURALS . (

Intramural sports are a rna jor~­
part of Baker life as about 3/4 of
the house residents participate in
at least ·one sport .. There are 26
sports ranging from the common ones
(soccer,basketball,softball) to the
not-so-familiar ones (water polo,
fencing). The range of leagues ­
from A-Ieague-out for blood-to C or
D-Ieague-barely know the game-give
everyone, regardless of previous
athletic endeavors, a chance to .
play. Baker fields at least one
team in every league in most sports.
As a result, it is usually easy to
find a team as skilled(or unskilled)
as you are in any sPQ~t.

Perhaps the mo-~X:important rea­
son why 1M's are so~eig in Baker is
that fellow Bakerites care about how
your team does. Fans can be found
at many a Baker game, ready to cheer
the team on, even through the worst
of weather. Game scores are regu­
larly posted on a chalkboard in tht.·.\
lobby and information about all .v

i

spor!ts can be found on the Athletic
Board.

Remember you don't have to be
a jock to enjoy 1M's, so give them
a try. We hope to see you out on
the athletic fieldS'ebb

Teresa Cichello(Chicki~)
Baker Athletic Chairman

*********************
DISPLACED/DISTRACTED

Since so much of the world around us is not
working in the way we had hoped, perhaps it is
useful to construct a vocabulary to specifically
catagorize occupational failings: Lawyers are
disbarred, and priests defrocked, so should pro·
fessors be declassified? Poor students would be
degraded, or at the very least be detested. Ineffec­
tive politicians would be devoted and their
managers defiled. Nuclear power plant operators
would not only be degenerated, but also
delighted. Fraternity brothers who are less than
totally enthusiastic would be dismembered, while
timid rock climbers would be disgorged. Finally,
error prone baseball players would be debased.

-reprinted from the Dec 1979 Early Arbor
Day Issue of the Baker Letter, V.31, N.2.

Submitted by AI Kirkpatrick, an ex-senior tutor.
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ANAGRAMSt

The following anagrams (scrambled words,
names, acronyms, sayings...) were complied and
thought up by Jim Sutton for your enjoyment, and
as added incentive Baker House is sponsoring a
CONTEST! The first freshling to turn in the 16 cor­
rect answers to Box419 Vivian Wangwill win

. a bottle of champagne to be awarded at the R/O
Sunday Night Baker Coffee House with Jazz
Band.

1.CAR BANKS (two)

2.WINTER IS CUTEST (two)

3.PHI FT I (one)

4.ART DOPED (two)

5.TIM (one)

6.1 FORGOT (three)

7.TALL JANET D.
LUBRICATES
FORDS (six)

a.poop DRAIN (two)

9.LNG (one)

10.SCC SULKS (two)

11.TRA LA, 0 LAVAl (two)

12.MO-MO CUT HAND (three)

13.CARTOONS AND
MOMMY (two)

14.NEIL P.'S CHILI
CLUB (three)

15.SHE·RAFT (one)

16.MRS. O. (one)

Helpful Hints: Numbers in parentheses indicate
number of words in answer (1 equals an acronym).

t" 'I answers appear in this issue in some way or
'\.4"l'other. Seasoned Bakerites will be able to figure

these out.

tRAG'S A MAN

7



PUZZLE

FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT...

" ... this week's problem; Jerry, alias Lewis Car­
roll, has recase (sic) a published problem in con­
temporary setting.

1. There are 5 adjacent rooms, each with a stu­
dent of a different year and in a different depart­
ment. They each date a different girl, and each
has a different kind of car.

2. George drives a Ford.
3. Don dates Sue.
4. The driver of the Tempest is in Course II.
5. Joe is in Course VI.
6. The Tempest owner lives immediately to the

right ofthe VW owner.
7. The sophomore dates Mary.
8. The man in the middle room is in Course VIII.
9. The senior has a Renault.
10. Gary lives in the first room on the left.
11. The freshman lives next to the student who

dates Ann.
12. The senior lives next to the student who

dates Beth.
13. The fifth year student is in Course IV.
14. Dick is a 'junior.

1°15. Gary lives next door to the student who has
a Rambler.

-Who is in Course XXI and who dates Linda?
YFMP,

Gene Chase
taken from VOL. IX, No. 10, April 23, 1964.

*********************

.Our Big Bash
Saturday, August 28th, 9PM
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Chickie
J' shawn ONd10nnell

g
frank diTaranto

bakeR ...
vivian wang

wesBush
hoUse
letTer

rita n~aft

Summer

"/ would only urge potential contributors to remember
that the BAKER LETTER goes outside of Baker House

1d although it should, in general, reflect life in Baker,
J ou wouldn't want people to know what goes on here,
would you?"

-excerpted from "A Note From Y.F.E."
Vol. VIII No.5 Oct. 24, 1963
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