
WHAT t S ALL THIS BROUHAHA?

r~9~~~e you sit in your 23...sided tri:rtle, surrounded; by the bricks and
two ~-youtve never seen before in your life (and may never want to see again,
in time). And in an attempt to escape it all you get up and walk through the
halls, listening to the ech~ of your tiny freshma n feet mingling with the
sounds of Beethoven and..eBN&Y drifting from an occasiona.1.Q open door, and in a
flash of sudden insight the thought rushes into your mind: ''mlat the hell is
this place? And what am I doing here?!!

Welcome to Bal'>:er House, mate.
What other dorm has memorial bricks?
Or S.P.A.Z.?
Or B.U. architecture students tramping through regularly to admire its

serpentine loveliness?
It was 1949, and one dank and dismal morning after a restless sleep filled

with nightmares about pregnant boa constrictors, a Finnish architect named~
Alvar Aalto decided to construct a $2.5 million-dollar dormitory on the MIT
campus. With typical Institute creativity and originality, it was christened
New Dorm, end was inhibited by upperclassmen. In 1952 they suffered #it an
attack of magnanimity unparalleled since, and o:pened the door to freshmen. The
name was changed to the Everett Moore Bal'>:er House in honor of the Dean of Stu­
dents (1947-1950), whose picture and words of wisdom can be found in the Lobby
Lounge.

And now it 1s your privilege to be one of the 355 individuals enjoying the
rare ex:perience of living in Baker. Your first meeting is with your roommates
and your counselor. T.aen you get to know the other frosh on the floor. Around
Registration Day the upperclassmen bring their idiosyncrasies and Baker is home
once more. By its very construction and the nature of the people living here,
Baker is divided geographicall): and sociologically into cliques. But the effor'G
can and should be made to reach the rest of the house. House meetings, intra­
mure.l.s, anything....manyhave been known to become entombed in the bricks, phan­
toms you see only once or twice a year. Open doors are invitations to bull
sessions; often the guy is looking for an excuse to quit studying for a while as
much as you are, and most upperclassmen are more than willing to flaunt their ac...
cumulated knowledge and wisdom for you. Humor them.

RULES AND RIDULATIONS

What few there are are best followed, if for no 5 other reason than that
$50 deposit. you paid at the start of the year--any damages to your room are your
responsibility and repair costs come from this de:posit. The Housing Office has
set down these regulations which should theoretically be Obeyed:

(1) No student will be permitted to operate a business from B his room or to
use his house address for commercial purposes, e.g. no dealing in drugs or other,
more prurient pastimes.

(2)The manufacture, storage, or use of dangerous chetnicals, explosives or ammu­
nition in the house is forbidden. Detonation ~ of firecrackers or. other ex­
plosives and the throrlng of missiles of any kind (living or otherwise, no mat­
ter how crowded your qUad is) from within the house is forbidden.

(3)All students are retninded that firearms must be liceased in accordance with
Massachusetts law. storage of firearms, air rifles, air pistols and ·arnmunition
for them is not permitted in any Institute house, and is generally discouraged
in independent liVing groups. students who desire to bring firearms to the
Institute may store them. at the Campus Patrol office now in the Armory, where
suitable facilities al1.d 24-hour-a-day security are :provided. Owners may remove
~ weapons for legal use between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM. SeIlarate
storage facilities are provided for weapons belonging to members of the rifle and
pistol teams and clulls i .

'-- (It) Pet.s (ex.eel*- :for dogs) are allowed but genera1.1.y discouraged in Baker. 'Ihey
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must be registered with the Judicial Committee and must be properly identified
(by means of a tag) as having been registered. The owner will be held respon­
sible for any damages caused by his pet. This decision was made a.1.:rUost unani­
mously by the house at .a house meeting, and is therefore subject to change ri7­
only by another house meeting and a new decision of' the house.
(5~ Refrigerators (excePt S92) may be l~ept in stu.dent rooms, subject to inspec­

tion for safety and sal1itation, approval of the house superintendent, and pay­
ment of a $10 fee. Prices range from ~)30 to $6 0 and they may be obtained from
upperclassmen or a dealer (in refrigerathlll:1s, that is).

"COME IN ·AND BRUSH OFFTRE CORNSTARCH .AIm DRY.YOOO MtJKWKS BY THE ··FlRE."

We'll be honest. Your room: is lousy· bec~se room assignments are made on
a seniority basis, and upperclassmen get the good rooms· (most of them do, anyway).
So mm all that's left are the triples and quads and the occasional back double
that some of you may have (not to mention the goldfish bowl, you fortunate devil).
And your roommates, well...Unless you requested someone in particular, you were
thrown in with a total stranger (and in some cases he has remained a total
stranger throughout the year, by choice or by necessity). The easiest way to
become a tool is to live in a single room in your freshman year. Humanitarians
that we are, we t ve saved you from this fate by tossing you in with the \vorld t s
biggest jerk. Cherish him. He is the only thing standing between you and .
sanity. So he doesn't wash. every month, or goes to bed at 8:00 (AM or PM).
Just remember, ~ has to livewitb. you,too. He might not be so bad, you know-­
he may have a knack with 8.01, or can help pay for the refrigerator, or he can
always ignore yOl,l \vhen you really need to get something oM your chest. But if
your desperate, you can always find someone will ing to switch from his cramped
quad to your spacious doubJ,.e, and forms for this purpose are available at the
desk.

In his infinite Wisdom, Mr. Aalto neglected to provide closets, so the
Institute has suppatlld1arge ugly monstrosities known as elephants. The
wheeled drawers are iiHQHiiii: armadi1loes. Si::Jkscome complete with a light,
towel racks, a medicine cabinet, and a year's supply of cockroaches. Water
mixers are available at Central Square Hardware for about $3.00, in case cold
or lukewarm water from separate faucets doesn't suit your delicate tastes. The
beds come apart at the sides (try it). Chairs and couches come with most rooms,
and each room also has a dormline telephone. Linen books are available for $25
at the desk, and ep.tit1e you to a blanket and a weekly change of two sheets and
a pillowcase. You can, however, \lose your own sheets. Repairs can be requested
by putting in a repair slip at the desk, and Frank or Arthur will come eventually
to kiss the boo~boo (and maybe~ fix it too). Telephone repairs, call the
dormline repairmen. Heating comes on early 1n the fall and goes off late in
the spring, or so it seems; repairs, forget it.

You will grow to hate bricks" andthd:shate will motivate you to one of
three courses of action: (1) dynaniite..-thisWill cause some inconvenience to the
guy next door and will cost you your $50; (2)moving out, and we'd hate to see
you leave; (3) decorating; by far the easiest, most profitable and most enjoyable
alternative. The walls can be covered With paneling, cloth, cork, or simply
posters. You cap,tt (offici8.lly) paint the plaster, finmshed wood or bricks (see
your counselor), but window and door frames are open territory to your creative
instincts. Na.i1sare verboten, bu.t herby hooks (gummed picture hangers )are
available free at the desk, and masking tape is also acceptable•. Added touches
include curtains, rugs, spreads, ext,ralights, and rearranging the furniture to
D:ld: suit your taste. Many articles can he purchaBwd from upperclassmen, and
often they can give you hints as to good arrangements (see1 540 for ideas).
Ingenious devices have been arranged for turning. down the lights and turning in
the music, etr:., for the i3f purposes of snoWing a date. They are a good waste
of time. Use your head in such matters.
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A note or two on room cleaning-..do it yourself. There is no porter service.

ECluipn.ent is supposedly provided in the hall closets opposite the 17 1s on each
floor. Vacuum cleaJ."1ers,if not there, can be obtained at the desk or by dili­
gently searching other floors till you~ find one. Trash goes in the
large cans in the hall--dori tt put it in the incinerators as smoke and other bad­
ness will result.

Once your room is inhabitable you can move out into the halls and see what
the rest of the house is like. This is only a guide--the only W8¥ to get to
know Baker is to see it.

(A) The desk: This is the place where you first received the glorious news that
you were assigned to your miserable triple. It t s the place where~y~u wiit
for ten minutes for the hand to finish just to find out the only available change
is pennies. This is "'here yOl. early risers can get a newspa.per or pick up y"ur
subscription. Here you get linen bool~s and refrigerator permits. Herby hooks
and light bulbs are available free here. You can sign out athletic equipment
(ping-pong and pool, oasebaJ.J., squash, football, etc.), or sign out a rDom key
When you get locked out (a friend can d0 it i:i.i if you I re in the showers, but he
has to be one of the )?eople on your key list). Here you can entertain and con­
fuse yourself with a map of Bostnn, put in repairsllps" leave money for the
Coke man or wine or Grocery deliveries, get your mail (your address is Box --J
Baker House, 362 MemoriaJ. Drive, Cambric1ge, Mass. 02139) and packages, sign out
ironing boards, pick' up'messages,and so on. This is the nerve center of the
house. Hours are 8 AM to 12 midnight Oil :Mond8¥ through Thursday, 8 AM to @ AM
on Friday and Saturday, and 9 .AM to 12 raidnight on SUnday-. After the desk closes,
don't ask the night watchman for help if you have a problem--you won tt get it.
Dormline for the desl: is 8-161 (omit theD for calls within Baker).

(B) wunges: there are various lounges iil Baker House
(l)Masterts SUite wunge..-in the ~)asement, at the end of· the hall that runs

past the vending machines, and directly under the Housemaster1s SUite (except he
isn It the Housemaster R1QilR'D anymore, he f s the Senior Faculty Resident, but the
Master's SUite Lounge is still the Master's SUite IDunge). This is the site of
small parties, Social Committee meetinGs, coffee houses, wine and cheese parties,
and other events. It is also a nice quiet pm place for studying of letter
writing 'When not in use. Keep it in, shape.

(2) IDbby lounge--a good place to relax and read magazines, play poker or H
bridge, w'ait for frienus, or abbot buJ..l•

. (3) Dining hall iTalconyLounge--just off the lobby, also a good place to sit
or pl~ cards.' .

(4)TV Room--across from 116 and 117, it is the home of Bakerts COlOl" TV and
often the bane of 1st floor resident IS existence. Follow the screams from an­
guished heckeyfans to the door overfl()';ving with people, nr just follow' the guy
with the test pattern in his eyes.

(5 )L:i.brary--across from 616 and 617: and furnished with lounge :ilEa furnitui7e,
magazines and books. It is named after Fredrick G. Fassett, a past dean and good
friend of Baker House~

(6)Floor lounges-- opposite xl6 and xl7 on the 2nd,4th and 5th floors, they
arefurnimed with any'c;hing ranging frolil sedate tables aBd chairs toall-plr:P0se
browncushions. On the 3rd fleor opposite 316 and 317 is the Granville Sheldon
Memorial IDunge (a past house manager). Plans are in the works to knock out the
Wooden wall and furnish it ina manner similar to fltliOrs 2, 4 and 5. Scattered
throughout the house a.re several small lounges, made from furniture scraped up
from room and located in any available space. First floor west had a lounge
outside the TV room last year, and there are plans for similar arrangements on the
first and sixth floors this year. The furniture is for the lounges and is ts
stay- in them unless the floor decides to take it into the rooms. This furniture
is brand-new and eXJ.)el1sive--.treat it with care.

(7) M.lsic room--l1ear the Masterts SUite Ioungel it has just been furnished
with a new piano. Be Gentle. 'l'lhe key can be signed out from the desk.



(8) Seventh Floor Card Room--go up the central staircase and follow the left
branch all the way to the top, and there it is. Plens are in the works to convert
this into a weight room, but a few things must be worked out first (lli<.:.ewhere to
get the weights).

(C) House darkroom--across from 439" one of the most recent additions to Baker.
A small charge is re'luired for the cost of chemicals. The key can be signed out
from the desk. If interested, speak to Mike strain or Jim Yang.

(D) Language Lab--somewhere on the 5th floor. Ask at t5 the desk.
(E) Trunk room--west end of the basement, it is used for storing empty trunks

during the year and full one s during the summer. There are handcarts for moving
trunks and suitcases. It can be unlocked from 9 AM to 4PM during the week.

(F) Vending machines--Baker has a virtual automat in the basement, offering a wide
variety of ridiculous food at exorbitant prices. Change is available at the desk,
but refunds must be obtained fromServend.

(G )Pinball machines....the empty space at the far end of the food machines is the
home of two pinball rmachines used by many Bakerites for recreation and by the House
for extra cash.

(H) Housecom office--opposite the dining hall entrance, this is the home of Crank
(our duplicating machine), the silk screen, and the secretary of Execut'live Committee,
.Andy Celentano. All of these facilities are available to residents; :D.i.itaJ.k to
.Andy.

(I)Bulletin boards--located about Baker H use, the ~ost-used one being the one in
the lobby by the stairs. There are two engased in glass, the one next to the ele­
vator on the 1st floor for official Housecom notices and the one across from the
mail boxes for any notice. These boards are open territory for advertisements of
things for sale, rides, and miscellaneous items of interest. Czech the Social Pole
for Social Committee announcements and news of coming events in MIT and Boston.
m(J)Laundry facilities--the laundry room is located next to the pool table in the
basement. There you will find washers and dryers which sometimes work and are
raarely free. For 50r~ you can attempt to do your laundry, 30 minutes washing and
60 minutes drying. Charlie the Tech Tailor in the student Center also cleatls:l
mends and fixes shoes~

(NI)Dining Hall: Here f S where you get commons if you f re on it this year. House
parties, house meetings and poker games are also held here.

IItERE, USE ONE ot THE PAGES ot ME NOVELli

Telephones are an interesting subject in Baker House. Many resident like to ~

make calls for free, and to the phone company's chagrin, many have succee.ded. Talk
to your counselor about this. .

This year the· dorm1.ine system and the Institute extension system were combined
and the hall extensions were removed. To call an extension from a dormline: DIAL
80 + extension number. To call a dormline from _ an extension: DI.AL-·~
810 + 4 ...digit dormline,: ' To cail a Baker room from an outside dormJ.ine (McDOrndck,
for instanceO, dial 8 and the room phone number. To reach a first floor room
take the room number and add 150 (to reach room 116, dial 266) • Second, third and
fourth floors have dorm1.ines the same as the room number. For fifth and sixth
floors tiBi: subtract 150 (to reach 540, dial 390). Real calls from the outside
world can be received by having the party dial (area cple 617) 864-6900 and asking
the operator for 8-x:::x (your phone number). By now you're confused so herets a
practical example. Calling room ll6:

From Long Distance: 617-864-6900, ask for 8-266
From an extension: 810-8-266
From a dorm line in another dorm: 8-266
From inside Baker: 266, or shout.

SUppose someone calling from the outside doesn't know your room number? He calls
Baker desk by asking the MiT operator for extension 3161. The desk workercaJ.J.s you
on your dormline and tells you you have ~ call on Baker line one, two, or three.
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You thank him him m1d hang up, and do one of thr:e things: (l)Dial 80-~147 for :i~e
one and begin talkinC;; ~ (2)Dial 80··5142 for l~ne two and begin taJ1'ang, (3)D~a-,­
the operator (zero) and ask for Baker line three" at'l;d then start talking. You have
other options open to you, but cou.rtesy forbids all but these three.!ou can speak
to professors or even fraternitits (God knows why) for free OJl the extensions.
Weather. information is 80-5211; taxis are 80-2301 or 80-2303. other important
numbers can be obtained by asking your counselor or someone at the desk.
Emergencies, dial 100 (though in times past just dialing the number gronked the
phone. Ask your counselor of at thedesk~) .' .

NETT. phones includ,ethepay :Phones installed for the phone company's profit
and mm our frustration, and private room phones" Private phones can cost as
little as $7 a month and pay for themselves in time. Hacking pay phones is a
federal offense. Some find it flln. Talk to your counselor~ befcire trying
anything.

HOW CAN YOU BE IN THO PLAC ES jJ!J! ONCE WHEN YOUtRE NOT A.NYW1IERE AT AIL?

So he:r-eyou are on your own in the midale of the Greater Boston area. Without
help you may never find your way around, so here is that he;lp. One thing you must
keep in mind is that todayt s pcwed rOadfl and modern highWays were yesterday's cow
paths (and from the looks of the sidewa.J.kSand consinering.how few people curb
their dogs, they still look like cowpaths). Your counselor should be willing to
give you a tour of' the city, and after a few trial-and error visits you should have
some feel for the area. The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority ~~pro­
vides rabid mess transportation to m1Ywhere in the area, but generally closes dO't-ffi
around midnight. And taxis are ridiculous. Walk. It's good for you andeco­
logically sound.

Peculiarities of the area are:
(l)streets are neither clearly marked nor straight.
(2) The Chailes River bends and is not a good directional aid past the B.U.

bridge.
(3)The Boston Common has five sides and confuses everyone.
(4)street numbers have no apparent pattern, outside of being consecutive, and

sometimes not even that. Exempli gratia: 200 numbers may equal 5 blocks on one
street but 10 on ~another.

(5)The same naroeis used for different streets. in different towns, and the
same street may have different names •

(6)Red and yellow' lights simulta.."J.eously mean pedestrians can legally cross,
but anytime you think you can make it alive, give it a try. There are laws con­
cerning jaywalking l)ut can generally be ignored. Ten points for picking off a
pedestrian, so watch your step.

(7)Boston weather is abominable. There are two seasons, s~er and winter;
spring and autumn are usually rained out. The Harvard Bridge is an endurance test
when it comes to walking it on wintry nights. A reasonaJb.ly accurate the'Qgh some­
what vague source of information is the John Hancock Building. Its beacon is easily
seen at night. (If you live in a back room, find a friend with a window on the.
Charles. Or go outside.) Red means rain, flashing red is snow, flashing blue.·clou d;
and blue is clear. If you can't see it it's foggy/smoggy.

~ere are three MBTAstations near Baker: Kendall'Square, Central Square, and
Auditorium., Your counselor will show you. There is also a bus on Mess. Ave •. Study
a subway map and ta;l;>:e a friend and explore. Or just walk. It f S cheaper.

Getting to girl's schools (now you're interested) is fun. Also a bit ,of a
bitch at times, but not an insurmaountable problem. The. META is usually useless,
but here are a few tips: . ' . . "

Wellesley..-Takea bus to Auditorium (20¢) «ohforcrying out lOUd, walkO), the
Riverside car to Hoodside~ (50qS), and a bus for Framingham (24¢) and get off
at Wellesley. Or hitch from Woodside. Or fing someone with a car, or meet her in
town, or forget it. There is an MIT-Hellesley bus service. Ask your advisor.



Lasell--same as to '\Tellesley but stay on the Riverside car to the last stop.
Lasell is about a four-block wa1k~

Emmanuel, i>lheelocl;:, Simmons--Riverside car to the Fenway stoPI waJ.k towards
Sears and across the parking lot. It f S about a thirty-minute walk from here,
10 minutes down Brookline from Kel~ore Square.

Radcliffe and Lesley--e.Take the bus or waJJ\:. to Harvard Square and walk from there
using a map.. Tl1.e North Cambridge of .Arlington Heights buses will take you to the
appropriate streets from Harvard Square but are generally not worth it.

Jackson--Take the Lechmere car from Auditorium, get off at Lechmere and take
an Arlington Center or North Street Bus. Or from Harvard Square take buses t~ Jack­
son. (Ask the driver to consult your map)

Boston UniversitY5-Consulta map m1.d/or HHi an upperclassman for the best routes
to the various dorms. The only one requiring the MBTA, except for you aerobics
fiends, is West Campus, and for this you take the Boston College, Commonwealtlm. of
Watert'WIl ears from Auditlhrium to Babcock Street.

Emerson--From Auditorium take an inbound car to Arlington.
Brandeis...-From Auditorium take the Riverside car to Riverside and then the

Roberts Street bus to Brandeis. B&M trains run from PorterSquare to Brandeis,
but check the schedule.

McCormick--Ask at the desk. Wall:.
The easiest way to get to anywhere is to find mul: an upperclassman with a car

and make him your best friend.

WE fRE ALL BOZOS ON THIS BUS

As long as we lve broken the subject of girls, it might be prudent to continue.
Meeting guys here isn't difficult; you have a whole dorm full to get to know. But
girls are another matter. MIT is officially coed, but between the concept and the
execUtion something was lost. Like girls. So few Bakeritas~ manage to
get coeds. Many wonder if they're worth the trouble. But down to bare facts.

Soon it will probably be your experience to come in contact with the social
manstrosity known as the mixer. Every Fricfay and Saturday night, early in the
term, hundreds of lonely 88YS-e.B.Q-g;h3?;ls men and women gil conjugate in the SaJ.a. de
FUerto Rico in the stud Center, or similar holes on campus, .and go through the
ritual mating dance to the music of some of the world's loudest and worst bands.
The recR'.lessones dance; most stand ~()und and watch. To succeed you must be
brave, be reckless, be aggressive, and don't worry about mak~ng a fool of yourself.
Look, if the ;"'J,,:;.J¥¢~ schmuck down the hall can get a girl so can you. Or keep
telling yourself' that.

The other method of meeting girls is through fixups. House parties usually
come complete with a fixup service-...ask your counselor, he probably has a juicy
or sordid tale to tell. You may even request a girl of the right height or
religion. Most come from B.UII or Simmons. More reliable fixup sources are friends
of friends' girl friends. Ask.

Dorm social life is centered around the floors and their separate subdividions,
There is one major house party, the annual ChristmaB party. You wiD. soon be
electing two floor social chairman on your floor, who will present ideas to Exec­
con and attempt to get money for floor functions. Second floor west sponsored
numerous memorable parties last year, one complete with a belly dancer •.. First
west held a party to decora tetheir new lounge, complete with painting the walls
and tie-dyeing sheets to cover the bricks. Everybody had fun and for very low
cost. First west also held a canoe trip. Various floors sponsored parties in
the~ Master's Suite Lounge and elsewhere. The floor simply decides what it
wants to do, tells is chairman, and if it 'sworkable and not overly expensive, they
get the money and another great social event is born. It's up to you. Get
involved' .
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(A) The Harvard Cooperative Society (The Coop)--This is where you will be
buying most of your school supplies and texts for grossly inflated prices. But as
a member ($1 for' a card) you are entitled to a rebate on purchases. The Coop
card is also good at the branch stores at Harvard Square and elsewhere. Explore.

(B)The Hobby Shop--in the basement of the ArmfJry, it contains complete wood and
metal shops and a printing press, and an electronics shop and a darkroom, all
available for $10 a year plus materials cost (50¢ for photo expenses).

(C)Electronics-;'Radio Shack and Lafayette on Commonwealth Avenue stock
electronics eqUipment. On the fourth floor of Bldg. 10 the EE Dept. has a tube
tester and other miscellaneous equipment which they might let D you use (see
Hobby Shop above). .A good place to get some amazing bargains (and a few rooks)
~ is Eli Hefronts on Elm st. in Cambridge.

(D)Haircuts--the Coop Barber Shop in the basement of the student center is a good
place to get your head Bhaved for $2.25 or thereabouts. Shop around in Boston and
Central and Tech Squares for better deals.

(E)Food-..favorites are Mahlowitz's Market on Main st., stop and Shop on Memorial
Dtive, and Puberty SUpreme on Mass. Ave. in Central Square. Mahlowitz's will
deliver.

(F)Rides--for rides home or to distant girls l schools, check Baker1s boards or
the APO Ride Board ne:h.'"C to the elevators in Bldg. 10.

(G)Security Police and other fables--the Campus Patrol is the buffer between MIT
students and the big bad Cambridge and Metropolitan District £MinAM Commission
(MOC) police. They are all friendly and will help you if you get lost.
If you and the MOC meet on unfriendly terms, flash your :IDf:q In card and ask to be
turned over to the Campus Patrol; or call 864..6900, ext.2997. They 10vebaUing
studaats out.

(H)Parl-time jobs..-check the student Employment Office in bldg.5 or the Placement
Bureau in building E19. Baker Desk and Dining staffs are good job sources and
prefer hiring Bakerites. Check with Mark Mitchell (desk) or Paul Ho(dining) for
details ..

(I)Newspapers--Boston's best paper is the New YOrk Times. Other reasonable efforts
at journalism are the Christian Science Monitor and the Boston Herald. (Available
at the desk) Phoenix and Boston After Dark are good for entertainment and news of
Boston nightli~e, ana are usually available a day or so after street sale in the
halls of the Institute, disguised as the Free Paper and B.A.D. Their classified
ads are hilarious. Ignore the school papers for the most part.

( J)Radio.--AM is' ridiculous. Good rock can be found on WECN stereo FM, l04.1,
WTBS, the MIT station, broadcasts at 88.1 FM or 640 AM. Fiddle with the dial.
(K~ Banking-...Checks less than $100 can be cashed in the cashier's office in bldg"

10. Several good banks at Kendall and Central Squares are Harvard Trust, Cambridge
Trust, and Charlesbmik. '

(L)The stud Center--The basement contains the Post Office, Charlie the Tech Tailol:s
a bowling alley, pool tables, the barber shop, SfJiih.;i~ optician, and a bank
of vending machines. The Coop occupies the whole first floor, and contains books,
records, cloth; ing, stationery and sundries. The Lobby Shop is also on the first
floor and deals in miscellaneous foods and magazines. The second floor houses Slob­
dell cafeteria, several dining rooms, a TV room, pinball room, Sala de Faerto Rico,
and the men's room. Third floor has lounges" offices, and the Twenty Chimneys
Grill Room. Fourth Floor is the home of Technology Community Association" student
government, and various meetiDg rooms and activity offices. The fifth floor
kmrnU houses the .1ibrary, with magazines and newspapers, caUDse texts, type­
writers, photocopying machines, etc. Try and find the stairs.
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FOOD?

Commons reaJJ.y isn ~t that bad it It 1 S nice to see some of the rest of the guys
in the dorm at the dining hall and to taJJ;: to them ~oversupper. Therets dear
Mrs. Hamner, her eac;le-eyestuned to spot any attempt to smuggle yogurt from the
dining hall and her razor-sharp reflexes ready to squelch it. Commons, if you
choose to be on it (and this is "Ghe first year you 've had a choice) is served
five days a weell:, three meals a day, though few eat all of them. Breakfast is. f'rom
7:30 to 9:30 with continental style (cold eggs) from 9:30 till 10:30. lunch is
from 11:15 to 1:30 and dinner from 5:00 till 7:00. Box lunches can be ordered
bef'ore 9:15, incase you might m iss a meal. There· are Unlimited seconds if' you can
stand the firsts.. Meals C&l be transferred to other dining ha.lls on to Twenty
Chimneys if applied for ~'before 4:0e..

On't'ieekends (if you're on commons) or a.ll wee1l: (if youtre not), the I'roblem is
simpler. You can either eat in your room. The cooking 'situation is still to be
decided at a house meetJng, but the situation is as follows: There are two circuits
in your room, the one wired to the wall sockets and the ones running to the ceillng
lights. Rooms are wired three rooms to a~ f'use. Assu.ming everJOne in those
thl'e€ rooms has his lamp, stereo,refr'igerator, etc.,plu.gged into those waD.
sockets, the extra surge from plugging in 'a hot p1atec1ID and will blow the fuse.
First time the oI5fender will probab1;y' just be warned; second time he may be fined.
There are mays to avthid overloading: (1) Cook in the noor 1ounge;£2)Unplug your
refrigerator for the haJ.f-houryou'JJ. be cooking-nothing will be hurt; (3)Arrange
cooking hours dif'ferent from your neighbors' so you all won1t be cooking at the
same time; (4 ) Wire some of thestuf'f that's always running and always Pi plUgged
in into the ceiling circuits. That will relieve thedra1n on the wall circuits.

Or you can eat out. Servend is one idea but~ hardly viable or edible.
Slobdell and Twenty Chimneys aren't much better. Ask your counselor for suggestions
or 1etchonto an upperclassman who eats out a lot.

'wE MUST COME TOGETHER, LIKE A TWIN! II

, Baker House Gavernment is centered around the HOUSE MEETTh"G. in which each
resident represents his own ideas and each has' one vote. A few days in advance
the house secretarJprepares the agenda and places a copy of' it in each mailbox,
so the issUes can be discusseaclearly and coherently at the mmetings.

There are three main categories of decisions in Which the house makes decisions
'~ (Department of' Rednndancy Department) (Let's try that again). There are
three categories· of issues in which the house makes decisions. The f'irst and f'ore­
most is money. Our main source of income is the house tax included in the rent.
Other sources are the pinba1.ll and washing machines. This money goes to So~ for
house and floor parties, to Frosh Orientation activities, and towards ren<mations.
House money can usually be obtained f'or anything that 'ben.efits the house or inter­
ests the residents in some capacity. Early in the term there is a ];louse meeting
to decide the bUdget. This term it will be Wed., Sept 15, at 8 PM in the dining
hall. At-eend it. It f S your money.

. . The second category of' issues are those pertaining to house autonomy. What
few rules we have are set down in this fashion. Parietals (ask your counselor)
are done a way with each year, and drug policy, pets, cl!loking regulations and such
are decided by the house.

The third set of issues concerns istself with physical aspects of Baker itself,
as in control of' the theft problems that creep up from ttflme to time, usage of'
l_unges and special facilities, etc.

The house meeting is the last step in the process ~ of house government.. The
dirty 'HlUki work is done by the Executtive Council and its various conunittees. In
March six of' the officials on Execcon are elected by the house (president, three
'; 'D, t~ .. ~To('.kcom and Soccom chairmen.), and they choose the secretary and the treas-
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urer. The Judcom chaiman (who is elected in March with his committee) and the
Freshman Representative (elected by the freshmen in October, serving till March)
round out the JbDIK council.· Execcon meets once a week and appropriates money
alreadY-budgeted a.nddecides on agendas and guest speakers for house meetings.
This year the hall social chairmen wiU play a role ill the workings of Execcon,
being~lected by the floors and conveying plans to th~council from the floors as
to :possible social events" in an d ... attempt to get funds. This yearts Execcon
is as fo1:lows:

f

President
V.P. for Frosh Orientation
V.P. for Facilities and Services
V.P. for Institute Relations
Jockcom Chairman
Soccom Chairman
Judcomch£drznan
SecretBry
Treasurer

Mark MitcQ.ell (540)
Mike PerlInutter (217)
Vince Tobkin ( )
Mike Polatniek (513)
Jarvis Middleton (618)
IJ3nny Sigal (44.1)
Mark Fuller (~38)
fmdy Celentano ( )
Pete Kurnik (215)

.All of them need your help to do their jobs. Get involved. It fa not that
difficult.

EXITS

As you m8iY or may not have noticed, the exits at the east and west ends of
the building are equipped with alarms and lido not open" signs. Last year there
was a west campus theft problem, caused by the Cambridge urchins and So junk~~ ..
named Fitzgerald with a habit of about *80 to $100 a d8iY. The alarms were set
up then to control traffic ;:m. and out of the house. The only usa'bledoor is the­
main entrance. The theft problem is basicaJJ.y ended" but the alarms remain.....those
are emergency fire exits" don't use them as anyt;hing else. It IS a real pain to
be awakened from a sound sleep to the sound of that foolish klaxon going off"
forcing you to wait for ten minutes till someone comes to shut it off. Mind the
signs please.

If there fS ever a fire or fire drill here, you t11 know it--the darm will
split your skull open. Burning down Baker is like trying to burn a brick barbe..
que-it ainft easy. still, precautions are necessary.

Should you set one ¥..d off by mistake, you have 6 0 seconds to dial 100 on
the dormline or notify the desk. of the mistake. Failing this, the Cambridge fire
department sends every truck they have to the place, costing MIT $45 per truck
in cases of false alam.. Setting a fire to cover up your blunder is not cQiU.
Be careful.
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ATHLETICS

IntramUral athletics are big at Bcker, and exist only for 'the pleasure of the
participants and the enjoyment of the spectators. Winning or losing is secondary
to Just being there anddoingll Signing up ian It difficult.--there are lists
posted on the bulletin boards. Ju.stsign your name and g~t ready to go. The
house athletic closet is located across from the ladies J room on the first flooT,
and contains softball, 'basketball, football, squash, tennis, hockey, pool, ping...
pong and other assorted types of equipment, ell of which can be signed out for'
team use or for ]?bys ed·~lasses.Formore details, see 1;;he Jockcom chairman,
Jarvis Middleton.

DRUGS

The local policy towards the use of drugs at MIT is simply stated: .~"" lODg
as the traffic is kept withih the Distitute it is an MIT matter and therefo;re
falls under Campus Patrol Jurisdiction. The moment it ventures into the com­
munity (large-scale sales outside of MI~, or the :possibility of hard drugs like
heroin creeping in), the local police see it as a COImnUD+ty problem and com.e in
and start busting. '

What you do in your room is your business. That includes smoking dope. But
don 't force it onto someone else if he Is unwilling. You don It have that right,
and he's entitled to his. If your uptight about drugs or anything else, see
your counselor. That rs what he rs there for.

BELLS
", .' .~

On occasion you will hear bells resounding in the halls. Most ,are for
, J atli,'fjors, RD but several have meaning for the residents and should be,
recognized early.

Number
2

1-5
2..;2
2-3
2..4
3-1
3-2
kid 3-3
4...1 '
4 ..2

&5
7

Hhat it means
lIouseManager
Soccom
Jockcom
President
Linen
Buttery
First Aid
Desk Captain
JUdcom
lllining.~ CaptaiDJI
Pizza (at night) .
S.P.A.Z..

Second-floor Prancing Animal Zoo--every night at 10 :45 seven bells ring
out like a tocsin, and from various corners of the house they appear, weird
men in shorts and T-shirts or sweatsuits l sneakers or track shoes. They sign in..
to a log book, then tramp outside and across to the boathouse. And at 11 PM
they start jogging-..down to the B.U. Bridge and across, back on storrow Drive
across the Harvard Bridge and back to the main door of Baker..-2.8 miles. This
is S.P.A.Z., just a bunch of guys who like to jog. Or is it more than that'?
Try it and see.
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lIPAIillON ME SIR, BUT IS THIS YOUR BAR OF SOAP?"

SUndry people you should know: Ma.rk Mitchell, the house president (540);
Nati and Helena Toksoz, the Senior Faculty Resident and his Wife; Mark Fuller,
Judcom Chairman (5 38); the Graduate Residents :Howard Austin (Math and Comp.--604),
Jeff Gordon (Chem" Bio and Physics..-~::k 504), Tom Klitzner (Physics and Bio-­
404)" Dave Patten (Metallurgy and Mat. 8c1. ..-304).; the second floor tutor, Yorgo
;:e*e!."B.@.l3.Q :£§teie.B.Q~e:l? ;£g;l:;e~ (204); and Mark and Elaine Price, the Junior Faculty
Resident and his wife (Physies and EE...... lll). Don Hubbard behind the desk. Mark
(Where have I heard his mame before) ~,frtchell, the desk captain. Paul Ho, captain
of the dining staff. and last and verJ least, the Freshman Orientation Committee:
Paul Camann ~:(.l6)" George Doerre (243)" Mike PerJ.mutter (217), Skip Richards (307)
and Ira Vishner (11S) ..

Don't forget to sjgn for your loan (if MIT is giving .iYou one) at the Cashierte
Office in El9. You have two weeks or it may be cancelled.

Beware of Firesign Theatre freaks--this MmdrXt habit is highly addictive and
may rot the mind. You begin quoting thisngs from albums, like the subtitles of
much of this gUide. Ask your counselor, but if a strange light comes over his
face, prepare for the worst.

Don't pour grease down the sinks, the plumbing is shitty enough.

Try and find building WI ..

And if someone comes up to you and offers to sell you a duck, just give him
a cookie--he t 11 go a'\vay ..

If it seems that a great deal of stress has been placed on aslcing your counsel.
or to explain things to you, it f S because he is one of the most important contacts
you will make at JyD:T this year. He knows the ropes, or should, and he's willing to
help or he wouldn tt be here. Don't stop with him, either.. Upperclassmen can be
cool guys. Open of closed, d00rs aren't barriers around here. Often the guy insidi
is as shy or more so than you are. Do a favor for both of you. Ask around. Be
agressive.. Be friendly. Be yourself.. Be seeing you.

THE 1971-19'72 FRESIDYIAN ORJEENTATION COMMITTEE

Paul Camann (116)
George Doerre (243)
Mike Perlmutter (217)
Skip Richaras (307)
Ira Vishner (ll~)

(Youtll be getting the cover in a day or so. Sorry)




